
Remedia�on & Decelera�on  
 
Remedia�on  
Student progress is monitored and documented in a manner that promptly iden�fies deficiencies in 
knowledge or skills and establishes means for remedia�on. Remedia�on is the program defined and 
applied process for addressing deficiencies in a student’s knowledge and skills, such that the 
correc�on of these deficiencies is measurable and can be documented. Remedia�on provides 
students with opportuni�es to correct unsa�sfactory performance and meet established learning 
outcomes.  
 
Remedia�on, in the form of a formalized Focused Learning Plan (FLP), is required in the pre-clinical 
phase for any failed writen examina�on, skills assessment, or didac�c course key assignment. FLPs 
are required for students in the clinical phase for reasons as outlined in the Remedia�on sec�on of 
the Clinical Phase Manual.  
 
FLPs are established to provide the greatest opportunity to achieve success in mee�ng the learning 
outcomes of a course or program competencies when an ini�al atempt has been unsuccessful. The 
FLP is developed at the discre�on of the Course Director, with input from the Director of Student 
Success as necessary, and must be approved by Director of Student Success before implementa�on. 
FLPs are individualized for each student, however for a given deficiency, remedia�on plans will be 
developed in a consistent manner. Each plan clearly documents the nature of the deficiency, the 
remedia�on plan, �meline for monitoring and comple�ng the remedia�on (to include re-
assessment) and expected outcomes.  
 
Remedia�on ac�vi�es may include, but are not limited to:  

• Reading and study assignments  
• Writen self-reflec�on exercises  
• Writen response to selected exam items with reference cita�ons Individual skills-training or 

faculty led tutoring  
• Subs�tu�ng one or more elec�ve rota�on(s) for a rota�on(s) in a faculty-designated medical 

discipline  
• Addi�onal supervised clinical prac�ce experience including repea�ng an en�re rota�on 

o Repea�ng an en�re rota�on will necessitate an 11th SCPE, resul�ng in a delayed 
gradua�on and addi�onal tui�on/fee expenses.  

 
Students must sign the FLP acknowledging the steps and �meline for comple�ng the plan. The 
student is responsible for documen�ng the remedia�on efforts on the FLP with oversight by the 
course director. FLP documenta�on must detail the completed learning ac�vi�es and faculty must 
assess and document the student’s ability to meet the learning outcome(s) within the designated 
�me frame as outlined on the FLP 

• Each FLP is part of the student’s academic record and is stored in the student’s file.  
• If a student has mul�ple FLPs in one course, one reassessment covering the combined 

deficiencies may occur.  
• For any given remedia�on plan, it is the PA SPC that confirms successful/unsuccessful 

remedia�on.  



•  Failure to fulfill all terms of the FLP may result in adverse ac�on including placement on 
academic proba�on or dismissal from the program as determined by the PA SPC a�er 
holis�c review of the student’s PA Program academic record.  

• Successful comple�on of a FLP does not alter course grades.  
o Course grades are only altered for remedia�on ac�vi�es rela�ng to the Core 

Competency Evalua�on and Summa�ve Program Evalua�on. See the corresponding 
sec�ons below.  

• Most students are reassessed during the last week of the semester in which the FLP was 
developed. However, there may be few instances, such as performance on a key assignment 
submited at the end of the semester, that necessitates remedia�on and reassessment the 
following semester if the student is in good academic standing otherwise.  

 
Remedia�on of Core Competency Evalua�on Required to Progress to Clinical Phase  
 
The Core Competency Evalua�on (CCE) is taken at the end of the pre-clinical phase of training and 
consists of two sec�ons: a writen exam and an objec�ve structured clinical exam (OSCE) that are 
both comprehensive in nature. This evalua�on must be passed (score of at least 70% on each of the 
two components) to progress into the clinical year. Students earning a grade of less than 70% on 
any component will be reviewed by the PA SPC. It is at the discre�on of the PA Program (by way of 
PA SPC recommenda�on and PA Program Director approval) that a student may have ONE atempt 
to remediate the failed por�on(s) of the CCE. If remedia�on occurs, the student must successfully 
complete previously failed component(s) of the CCE, earning a maximum score of 70% to pass the 
PA550 Pre-Clinical Seminar course to be eligible to progress in the program if all other requirements 
are met. See the “Requirements for Progression and Comple�on” for more details. Timing of this 
remedia�on process may delay the start of supervised clinical prac�ce experiences and thus delay 
gradua�on. 
 
 
Remedia�on of the Summa�ve Program Evalua�on Required for Gradua�on  
 
The Summa�ve Program Evalua�on is taken within four months of gradua�on and consists of two 
sec�ons: a writen exam and a prac�cal assessment (OSCE) that are both comprehensive in nature. 
The PAEA End of Curriculum Exam will serve as the writen component. Students must achieve an 
EOC exam scale score of 1460 to pass the writen por�on of the SPE and must also earn at least a 
70% on the OSCE por�on of the SPE to pass and graduate from the program. Students who achieve 
an EOC exam scale score below 1460 OR earn a grade of less than 70% on the OSCE component of 
the SPE will be reviewed by the PA Student Progression Commitee (SPC). It is at the discre�on of 
the PA Program (by way of PA SPC recommenda�on and PA Program Director approval) that a 
student may have ONE atempt to remediate the failed por�on(s) of the SPE. If remedia�on occurs, 
the student must successfully complete previously failed component(s) of the SPE to pass the PA570 
Clinical Seminar course and be eligible to graduate from the program if all other course and program 
requirements are met. See the “Requirements for Progression and Comple�on” in the Aus�n 



College PA student handbook and the PAED570 Clinical Seminar course syllabus for more details. 
Timing of this remedia�on process may delay gradua�on. 

Decelera�on  
ARC-PA defines decelera�on as “the loss of a student from the entering cohort, who remains 
matriculated in the physician assistant program.”  
 
The PA Program is designed for full-�me students who are admited as a part of a cohort. Due to 
the nature of the curriculum and academic demands, the PA Program does not offer a part-�me 
op�on to students. Similarly, it does not offer a reduced educa�onal (course) load. All PA students 
must take the required course load in its en�rety each semester and they must take the courses in 
the order in which they are throughout the program.  
 
The Aus�n College PA program does not offer academic decelera�on as a component of academic 
interven�on or remedia�on. Students who have an extended program length due to leave of 
absence, academic interven�on, or remedia�on must meet the program's �me-to-comple�on 
requirement (30 months) and are considered part of the cohort they entered the program with.  
 
A student who has previously enrolled, but did not complete the PA program, must reapply. The 
applica�on will be treated in the same manner as all other applica�ons. In this instance, the 
applicant will not be considered for advanced placement, regardless of the student’s previous �me 
in the program. 

 


